
HOLY TRANSFIGURATION ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

October 1, 2017 

SUNDAY OF ST. ANANIAS, FIRST BISHOP OF DAMASCUS 

AND RIGHTEOUS FATHER ROMANOS THE MELODIST 
 

Ananias was one of the Seventy Apostles.  He was 

bishop in Damascus and baptized Saul, who became the 

great Apostle Paul.  Because of his courageous preaching 

Ananias was stoned to death in the town of 

Eleutheropolis.  His holy relics were taken to Damascus 

and later to Constantinople.   

TROPARION OF ST. ANANIAS:  O holy Apostle Ananias, intercede with our merciful 

God to grant our souls forgiveness of sins. 
 

 

Romanos was born in the Syrian town of Emesa.  He was 

not naturally gifted in chanting and singing, but when he 

humbly prayed to the Theotokos for her help, he was 

rewarded with a great ability to sing, chant and compose 

hymns.  He was ordained as a Deacon at Hagia Sophia in 

Constantinople and continued serving God through music.  

He joined the angelic choirs in 510.  

TROPARION OF ST. ROMANOS:   Through thee the divine likeness was securely 

preserved, O father Romanos, for thou didst carry the cross and follow Christ. By example 

and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is perishable, and to attend to 

the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with the angels. 



8:30 AM  Orthros      Doxology #2     Troparion #2                  

9:30 AM  Divine Liturgy  
During the homily childcare is offered in the great room for children 2 years old and younger and a Bible class 

is offered in the parish house for children ages 3-7.  

11:15 AM FELLOWSHIP MEAL                                  11:30 AM   CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

Church School Memory Verse of the Week 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,  

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
 

Providing the Holy Bread today and next Sunday:  Matthew Armanio                  
                As a parish we are grateful to those who faithfully prepare the Holy Bread (Prosphora) each week. 

 

Today we celebrate these special days in our parish: 

                  Doug Carrington                    Name Day today, Romanos the Melodist            

                   Josie Morrison                        birthday tomorrow    

   GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS! 

 

THIS WEEK 
Monday, 7:00 PM   Book Club at the Alcotts’, reading Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy  

                        by  Andrew Damick.   To prepare, read pages 27-60.   
  

Thursday, 10:30 AM      Work Morning  (concludes at 12 noon) 
                   12:00 noon      Women’s Lunch, Bible Study and Prayer (concludes at 1:00 PM) 
                                              Bring a bag lunch.  Beverages will be provided. 
                            

Saturday                             5:00 PM    Great Vespers       6:00 PM    Confession  



FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 

Ask the Lord for healing of body and soul for: 

Gus Karantzis                                                Connie Parsons’ brother, John 

Becky DeRenzo, surgery this Tuesday          Becky DeRenzo’s mother, Beverly    

Ask the Lord’s protection over Jordan Finzel and her unborn baby girl. 

Ask the Lord for His care over our college students:   

Mary Alcott, Maria Lewis, Katie Morrison, Melanie Nassif, Nick Smith  
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

 

Thurs. – Sat., Oct. 12  –14   TOUCHSTONE ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE 
Theme:  “Be of Good Cheer”       Location: Trinity International University, Deerfield 

For a detailed schedule and cost, go to www.more Christianity.org. 
 

 

 

Sat., Oct. 21, 9:00 AM–1:30 PM    SYNERGY’S 2017 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 
Location: St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, 1220 S. 60th Court, Cicero 

Topic: Search the Scriptures             Speaker: Dr. Jeannie Constantinou 

For more information and to register go to www.chicagosynergy.org.  
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 31, 5:30 – 7:30 PM 

ALL SAINTS EVENING 
Supper, Celebration, Compline 

See the article in the newsletter for details about the celebration and  

some important thoughts about the history of All Saints celebrations. 

 

http://www.chicagosynergy.org/


SPIRITUAL PANTOCRATOR 
 

The following is an excerpt from Jesus: a Dialogue with the Savior, by a Monk of the Eastern 

Church: New York: Desclee, 1962 (Portions of Ch. VIII; Pg. 31-34.)  

We are grateful to Doug Carrington for bringing this excerpt to our attention.  When he came 

across it in his devotional reading very recently, Doug felt that it complimented his experience 

of worshipping in the nave beneath our wonderful new icon of Christ the Ruler of All. 
 

My child, first of all, unite yourself to Me.  Be assured that in Me your personal problem 

is resolved.  If you really see Me, you shall see the solution through Me, as it were 

transparently.  Make use of your reasoning powers, but in My light and depending on My heart. 

This union with the person of Christ is only possible if we set up before us – if we carry 

within ourselves – an intensely real image of Jesus.  An image does not mean imagination 

(although at the beginning that may be useful), but a definite interior vision, with haze 

definition, which cannot be described outwardly. 

But how do I set up before me an image of Jesus strong enough to prevail over the fear of 

danger or the enticement of sin?  Such an image is not the work of one minute or of one day.  It 

is the work of months, of years, of a whole lifetime.  A hasty, superficial image of Jesus is one 

drawn on water.  It vanishes with the first breeze, with the first jolt.  I have to form this image 

of Jesus slowly and deeply, or rather, I must develop and then preserve a certain docility so that 

Jesus might engrave his face on my heart. 

The beauty of the Savior’s face does not only attract, it acts and transforms.  If our 

interior gaze is persistent, the Savior’s beauty touches us deeply, in proportion to this 

persistency. 

O Lord, show me Your face, and all my difficulties will melt like snow in the sunlight.  

Contemplating Your face, we shall be absorbed in Your light, lifted up from brightness to 

brightness, changed into Your image. 

 


